Beginning with a characteristically
modest desire to harvest timber
responsibly, while maintaining the
scenic integrity of the Ozark forests he
loves, be has created a domain that
now embraces 160,000 acres of
woodland .... He manages his land
conservatively, with an empbasis on
preservation and low-density
recreation as well as “selective” logging;
he forbids clearcutting on his Pioneer
Forest.
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Pioneer Forest is part of the extensive bak, hickory, and acquisition program during the early 1900’s. Altogether

pine forests of the Missouri Ozarks. Situated in an the company accumulated about 90,000 acres in :

area of spectacular springs, clear rivers, towering bluffs, 4 Shannon and Reynolds counties by the early 1940’s.

and numerous caves, these lands include significant Shortly before it deeded its land to National Distillers

portions of the watersheds of the Jacks Fork and Current Products Company in 1946, the company began a

rivers. Pioneer Forest liesin a remote region that is ' program of selective harvest, rather than the complete

considered ¢he heart of the Missouri Ozarks. removal of trees which was being practiced elsewhere in
Since the 1950's, Pioneer Forest has been operated by the Ozarks. Supervised by professional foresters, E. W.

Leo Drey, a businessman and conservationist from St. Woods and Charles Kirk, this became a sustainable,

Louis. For nearly half a century, Pioneer Forest has efficient, and very effective method of forest manage-

restored these Ozark woodlands through conservative, ment. In 1953, National Distillers decided to sell all its

natural forest management, and has preserved ecologically land holdings in the Ozarks.

important areas and notable landscape features. ° Leo Drey had begun acquiring forest land in the early

1950’s. He had purchased about 37,000 acres when the
distillery’s lands were put up for sale. In 1954, Drey
W58 purchased this large block of forest land—about 90,000
\{ acres—along with office and warehouse buildings in
Salem. This is the largest singlé land purchase for
conservation by any organization or individual in
Missouri history:. :
Leo Drey coptinued acquiring land in Missouri,
most of it managed forest, he has also purchased
other important lands for preservation.
% | Altogether there are nearly 160,000 acres in this’
unique, privately-owned land base.

Koy Pioneer Forest Feqan —
The history of Pioneer Forest actually begins nearly
100 years ago. Most of the Ozark area which is now part
of the forest was owned by
a variety of individuals and

lumber companies.
Companies such as the
Current River Lumber
Company, Bunker-Culler
Trust Association, Current
River Land and Cattle
Company, Forked Leaf
White Oak Lumber
Company, and Missouri
Lumber and Mining
Company owned large
tracts of Ozark land within :
the watersheds of the Current and Jacks Fork rivers.

"Much of the land was forested, with white oak and
shortleaf pine as the predominant forest species,
intermingled with other species of oak, hickory, gum,
ash, and elm. Pine and white oak were of primary
interest to these early lumber companies.

Pioneer Cooperage, of St. Louis, started a land
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