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This area is named in the memory of Roger Pryor
who loved the Ozarks and worked for many years
to promote the protection and good management
of this area’s forests, streams, and outstanding ,
natural features.

Two separate areas of the woodland also
recognize long-time employees of Pionker Forest,
‘Ed Woods and Charlie Kirk, who worked here and
loved this extensively wooded region.

The backcountry is being protected in part through
a cooperative arrangement with the Missouri
Department of Natural Resources, which seeks
your cooperation so that the public may continue
to enjoy the many recreational opportunities of this
remote backcountry environment.
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Roger Pryor Pioneer
Backcountry

The Roger Pryor Pioneer Backcountry is a large
and undeveloped area of Pioneer Forest. It is
neatly 61,000 acres in size and lies in a remote
region of the Ozarks. The size of this backcountry
woodland, its extensive landscapes and its
primitive nature offer unique and challenging
experiences which are not available anywhere else
in Missouri. Found here are:many important
natural and cultural features.

This area borders the Current River to its
southwest for nearly 15 river miles. There are few
roads. Deer and turkey are common here. Also
found are bobcats, several species of bats in area
caves, timber rattlesnakes, southern redhack
salamanders and a variety of birds such as acadian
flycatchers, red-eyed vireos, and worm-eating
warblers, all of which are commonly found only in
such largely forested settings. Small glades dot the
otherwise extensively forested landscape. This is
an area that has been described as the most
remote place in all of Missouri.

Originally settled over a century ago, the area was
then abandoned beginning in the early 1900's.
More recently it has been managed to testore the
forests and allow the land to reestablish its rugged,
natural character. Because this backcountry
woodland is conservatively managed it offers truly
outstanding recreational experiences.

features of the area

Extending north from the Current River are
portions of three tributary watersheds. Altogether

_these form the heart of the Roger Pryor Pioneer

Backcountry. Our trails lead deep into these

_ watersheds where you will discover many

interesting places.

* To the west is Big Creek with its wide valley,
many old meanders, permanent water, large and
deep pools, and tall bluffs. The outdo®r
experience within this valley is perhaps the most
primitive within the entire backcountry.

Brushy Creek has fewer meanders but hikers
here will find permanent water any-time of the
year. In the upper end of Brushy Creek,
sandstone outcrops and large boulders form a
rugged and steep-walled hollow.

Blair Creek forms a scenic valley and is fed by
several springs. Thg permanent water here
attracted early settlers. The deteriorating signs
of homesites, springhouses, cellars, and
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“Now, for years
and years when
[ first came to
St. Louis back
in the Sixties, -
my friends

. -Wwould go out
~ west to see

mountains. |
was either poor
or cheap and so.
| found the
Ozark moun-
tains because |
couldn'’t afford
to go farther.
And [ said, by
God these are
mountains;
they've been
beaten down for
a couple
hundred million
years; theyrea *
little more
rounded and not
quite as
precipitous; yet
these are as
pretty a
landscape as
you'll find
anywhere.”
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